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All  mission  work  is  educational  work  in  the 
broadest  sense  of  the  term.  When  we  received 
our  commission  from  the  mountain  we  heard: 
“Go  teach  all  people—”  and  with  that  command 
came  that  last  behest  from  the  Master: 

“We  should  then  love,  and  with  their  needs 
partake, 

Knowing  that  whatsoever  to  them  we  give 

We  give  to  Him  by  whom  we  all  do  live.” 

Our  commands  then  are  to  teach  and  to  love, 
and  by  obeying  these  commands  we  are  to 
bring  men  and  women,  boys  and  girls,  to  know 
Christ,  who  is  Himself  the  great  leader,  and 
who  is  Love.  And  as  He  Himself  has  told  us 
that  the  greatest  commandment  of  all  is  to 
love  them,  not  as  ourselves  only,  but  with  that 
love  wherewith  He  hath  loved  us  it  matters 
not  whether  the  teaching  be  from  the  pulpit, 
in  the  home,  hospital  ward,  or  in  the  school, 
it  all  shall  be  accepted  of  Him,  if  love  be  the 
main-spring.  But  the  school  has  grown  to  be 
recognized  as  a  work  powerful,  if  not  the  most 
powerful  evangelizing  agency  in  the  mission 
field,  one  of  the  strong  nets  by  which  men  are 
drawn  into  the  kingdom.  And  it  is  of  the 
school  that  we  think  when  we  speak  of  the 
educational  work  in  Egypt.  If  one  could  be 
lifted  up  above  the  land  of  Egypt  on  the  “wings 
of  the  morning,”  and  could  take  a  view  of 
the  whole  country— of  the  beautiful  Nile  val- 
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ley— from  the  sea  right  on  to  the  Soudan,  you 
would  see  a  fine  net  work  of  schools.  At  the 
great  centers,  Alexandria,  Tanta,  Zagazig,  Cai¬ 
ro,  Faymuer,  Assiut,  Luxor,  and  Khartum,  the 
lines  are  drawn  in  and  tied  and  strengthened. 
All  kinds  and  classes  are  gathered  into  this 
great  net,  but  God  forbid  that  any  one  in 
Egypt  or  in  America  should  gather  her  gar¬ 
ments  around  her  and  refuse  to  touch  the 
contents  because  of  its  unattractiveness;  for 
remember  that  we  have  no  right  to  call  any¬ 
thing  “common  or  unclean’’  that  God  intends 
for  His  <own. 

As  one  draws  nearer  the  land  the  lines  of 
the  net  turn  into  shining  paths  leading  to  the 
Celestial  City.  Not  all  who  tread  these  paths 
get  into  the  beautiful  city,  but  they  are  taught 
the  way  and  given  a  chance  to  find  Him  who 
loves  them  and  gave  Himself  a  ransom  for 
them. 

The  educational  work  of  Egypt  is  so  vast  that 
it  cannot  be  dealt  with  properly  in  a  small 
leaflet.  Every  other  agency  employed  in  oth¬ 
er  mission  fields  is  employed  here,  and  all 
branches  of  mission  work  fit  into  each  other, 
and  all  work  together  for  one  great  end— to 
bring  men  and  women  to  the  love  of  God,  and 
to  accept  Christ  as  the  only  Savior,  but  here 
the  school  forms  the  center  of  the  work.  So 
true  is  this  and  so  universally  recognized  that 
Egypt  is  referred  to  as  “The  great  Educational 
Mission  of  the  world.”  We  see  the  teachers, 
preachers,  evangelists,  pastors  and  Bible  wom¬ 
en  being’  trained  in  our  schools,  and  sent  out 
year  by  year  to  carry  on  the  work  of  evangel¬ 
izing  the  land.  Assiut  is  the  great  training 
'-Center.  Here  is  the  college  where  thousands 
of  youths  have  been  trained.  Where  not  only 
those  who' have  “entered  into  the  actual  ser¬ 
vice  have  been  “educated,  but  where  some  of 
the  best  citizens  of  the  land  have  been  taught 
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the  true  principles  of  right  service  to  their 
country. 

In  Assiut  we  find  also  the  Pressly  Memorial 
Institute,  which  for  years  has  supplied  teach¬ 
ers  of  girls’  schools,  and  Bible  women  for  work 
among  the  women  of  upper  Egypt.  In  Cairo 
the  “Ezbakeyale  Girls’  Boarding  School,”  is 
another  center  from  which  the  workers  have 
gone  forth  in  great  numbers.  1  The  Luxor 
Girls’  Boarding  School  is  training  the  girls  to 
take  up  work,  and  one,  who  is  not  yet  through 
with  her  studies  is  willing  to  open  a  school  in 
a  village  where,  at  the  present,  no  work  of 
any  kind  is  being  done.  The  question  is  often 
asked:  “Do  the  results  justify  the  great  ex-- 
penditure  of  time  and  energy  and  money?” 
Egypt  has  been  considered  a  most  successful 
mission  field  in  the  past,  and  God  alone  knows 
the  future.  If  He  has  a  better  way  for  His 
servants  to  work  here,  no  doubt  He  will  reveal 
that  way  to  us.  The  answer  to  the  question, 
“Why  we  follow  this  method  at  present?”  is 
plain.  The  people  are  demanding  education, 
and  are  going  to  have  it.  If  we  do  not  give  it 
to  them  Islam  with  all  his  foulness  will.  Our 
blessed  Master  loved  the  children  with  a  fond, 
yearning  love,  and  he  told  His  disciples  and 
the  proud  Pharisees  that  unless  they  had  the 
spirit  of  children  they  could  not  see  the  king¬ 
dom.  And  he  has  told  us  to  cast  away  all 
pride,  and  in  childlike  humility  listen  to  the 
command  that  He  gave  to  care  for  the  lambs 
of  the  flock.  We  do  not  dare  neglect  the  .chib 
dren  of  this  land.  When  we  see  them  going 
off  in  crowds  to  be  taught  the  Koran,  and  to 
take  into  their  tender  souls  the  poison  of 
Islam,  we  cry  out  in  anguish,  “Lord  save 
them!”  and'  how  can  we  help  the  Lord  to 
answer  this  prayer,  except  by  making  our 
schools  of  such  a  nature  that  we  can  draw 
them  in.  A  man  bearing  the  name  of  Chris¬ 
tian  sent  his  son  to  the  Moslem  School,  be- 
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cause  the  mission  school  in  his  town,  for  lack 
of  funds,  had  been  given  up.  In  just  one  year 
a  missionary  visiting  in  that  town  was  startled 
by  hearing  this  bright  little  lad  make  the 
statement:  “I  don’t  believe  that  (Christ  was  the 
Son  of  God.”  The  poison  had  begun  to  work.  The 
school  is  very  frequently  the  means  of  open¬ 
ing  up  a  town  or  village  to  the  gospel.  The 
manner  of  growth  is  often  like  this:  A  man 
from  a  town  enters  a  village  and  tells  his 
friends  that  it  is  a  good  thing  to  educate  their 
boys.  The  simple  village  peasants  hear  that 
with  education  comes  money  and  power.  They 
have  no  education  themselves,  but  they  think 
it  may  be  a  good  thing  for  their  boys.  They 
make  some  inquiry  about  a  teacher.  A  mis¬ 
sionary  with  a  big  district  on  his  hands  makes 
the  village  a  call,  and  he  is  requested  to  send 
a  teacher.  If  it  is  possible,  a  young  man  is 
sent  from  our  Training  College.  He  comes 
filled  with  zeal,  and  often  he  is  filled  with  the 
Spirit  of  the  Master  for  service.  He  gathers 
a  few  boys  whom  he  teaches  during  the  day, 
and  then  has  a  little  meeting  at  night,  gather¬ 
ing  in  those  who  wish  to  hear  the  new  teach¬ 
ing  and  the  ever  new  story.  This  young  man 
—often  almost  a  boy — is  teacher,  preacher,  ev¬ 
ery  thing  in  that  town,  where  he  is  about  the 
only  one  who  can  read  and  write.  He  works 
away,  and  sometimes  in  the  midst  of  fiercest 
opposition  he  succeeds  in  establishing  a  good- 
sized  school,  and  in  gathering  in  many  to  hear 
the  gospel  at  night.  Then  when  the  entrance 
of  the  Word  brings  the  light  which  is  sure  to 
come,  for  it  is  promised,  the  few  whose  hearts 
are  touched  ask  for  an  evangelist  to  work 
among  them  all  the  time.  If  he  can  be  found, 
and  works  faithfully,  the  believing  ones  in¬ 
crease  in  number,  and  a  church  is  organized, 
and  by  and  by  a  pastor  is  called,  and  there  is 
rejoicing  all  over  the  evangelical  community 
in  Egypt  and  America,  and  yes!  we  believe 
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among  the  angels  in  heaven.  We  see  in  al¬ 
most  every  case  the  entering  wedge  was  the 
school. 

It  is  difficult  to  separate  work  done  for  men 
and  boys,  and  work  done  for  women  and  girls. 
But  from  the  very  nature  of  the  Orient,  and 
the  position  which  woman  has  held  for  cen¬ 
turies,  there  must  be  a  vast  disproportion  be¬ 
tween  the  work  done  for  men  and  boys  and 
that  done  for  women  and  girls.  In  almost  ev¬ 
ery  village  of  sufficient  size  to  be  termed  a 
town,  we  find  a  school  for  boys.  In  the  towns 
a  little  larger,  we  sometimes  have  two  or  three 
or  four  schools  for  boys,  but  nothing  for  girls. 
There  are  several  reasons  for  this  state  of  af¬ 
fairs. 

1st.  There  still  exists  the  old  idea  almost 
everywhere  that  girls  are  so  inferior  to  boys 
that  it  is  not  worth  while  to  educate  them; 
that  it  is  a  waste  of  time  and  money. 

2nd.  The  effect  of  Moslem  teaching,  that  it 
is  dangerous  to  educate  the  girls,  for  such 
perfect  submission  and  obedience  cannot  be 
expected  from  those  who  have  been  taught  as 
from  those  who  know  nothing. 

3rd.  The  greatest  reason  is  the  difficulty  in 
securing  teachers  for  girls’  schools  in  the  vil¬ 
lages..  The  teachers  may  be  found,  but  the 
morals  of  the  country  are  yet  of  so  low  a  stan¬ 
dard  that  unless  a  teacher’s  mother,  or  some 
older  relative  goes  with  her  to  make  a  home 
for  her,  she  would  hardly  be  safe.  We  are 
thankful  to  see  that  this  latter  difficulty  is 
becoming  lessened. 

Fifty  years  have  gone  by  since  the  mission 
began  its  work,  and  when  we  see  the  evangeli¬ 
cal  community  of  25,000  souls,  we  take  cour¬ 
age,  and  although  sometimes  in  discourage¬ 
ment  we  say:“  Lord,  what  are  these  among 
so  many?”  Yet  we  believe  that  God  is  able 
with  these  25,000  to  leaven  the  whole  remain¬ 
ing  nine  millions.  But  we  cannot  claim  the 
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promises  for  Egypt  until  we  are  willing  to  love 
our  Egyptian  sisters  with  the  Christ  love  which 
means  being  willing  to  lay  down  our  lives  for 
them.  It  will  cheer  our  hearts  to  see  some 
of  the  things  accomplished,  and  being  accom¬ 
plished,  by  girls’  schools  alone. 

1st.  Home-making  is  being  secured.  One 
of  the  women  of  Luxor  who  was  trained  in  the 
Cairo  Girls’  Boarding  School  has  a  model  Jiome. 
Her  husband,  also  educated  in  our  mission 
schools,  “praises  her,”  and  her  children  call 
her  “blessed”  and  I  am  sure  they  will  give 
her  unstined  devotion  as  they  grow  older.  She 
has  five  children,  and  she  does  all  her  own 
work,  cooking,  cleaning  and  sewing,  and  yet 
has  time  for  other  duties.  She  is  at  present 
at  all  the  women’s  prayer  meetings,  has  a  class 
of  twenty  bright  girls  in  Sabbath  School,  is 
President  of  our  Women’s  Missionary  Society, 
over  which  she  presides  with  as  much  dignity 
and  attention  to  parliamentary  rules  as  could 
many  of  her  western  sisters.  But  not  only  in 
the  married  women,  but  also  in  the  girls  do  we 
see  the  result  of  training.  We  all  believe 
that  the  Christian  home  is  the  hope  of  the 
church.  The  French  Catholics  and  the  gov¬ 
ernment  will  give  the  rich  girls  of  the  coun¬ 
try  a  superficial  surface  kind  of  polish— a  ve¬ 
neer,  that  will  shut  Christ  out— and  now  the 
question  eomes  to  us  as  Christ’s  stewards  here, 
“Shall  we  take  these  rich  girls,  too,  and  edu¬ 
cate  them  for  Christ’s  service  in  their  homes?” 
or  shall  our  equipments  be  of  such  a  nature 
that  those  in  high  position  shall  point  the 
finger  of  scorn  at  us  and  say,  “Those  schools 
are  for  the  poor  and  hungry.”  I  am  sure  all 
will  agree  that  our  schools  must  be  of  such 
a  nature  that  all  classes  ,  may  come  in— the 
poor  and  the  rich.  So  far,  our.  three  boarding 
schools  have  been  so  arranged  that  even  the 
poorest  girls  to  a  limited  number  may  be  ad¬ 
mitted  ;  and  the  attractions  we  wish  to  make 
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so  great  that  the  best  and  the  richest  in  the 
land  may  want  to  come  to  us. 

2nd.  •  Another  thing  accomplished  by  our 
schools  is  that  labor  is  dignified.  In  the  east 
it  has  been  thought  a  shame  for  a  woman  of 
position  to  work  with  her  hands.  In  our  board' 
ing  schools  the  rich  and  poor  alike  are  taught 
that  labor  well  done  is  an  honor.  A  lesson 
in  bread-making,  cooking  and  mending  is  giv¬ 
en  at  the  same  time  to  the  daughter  of  a  rich 
Bey  and  to  the  poor  little  half  starved  orphan 
who  would  either  be  in  her  grave  or  in  the 
clutches  of  satan  here,  if  it  were  not  for  the 
mission  schools.  The  rich  and  the  poor  min¬ 
gle,  and  thus  the  rich  are  made  to  see  and 
know  the  needs  of  the  poor,  and  a  spirit  of 
generosity  is  born. 

3rd.  Another  thing  accomplished  is  the  di¬ 
rect  light-bearing— the  running  with  the  lighted 
torch,  from  village  to  village.  We  have  in¬ 
stances  of  school  girls  carrying  the  gospel 
light  into  darkened  homes,  and  even  in  the 
midst  of  fierce  opposition  have  kept  that  burn¬ 
ing  so  brightly  that  the  whole  family  have 
been  led  into  the  light. 

The  extent  of  the  superstition  and  ignorance 
and  vice,  that  one  is  brought  into  contact  with 
day  by  day,  the  poverty,  the  loathsome  dis¬ 
eases,  the  filth,  the  wickedness  and  corruption 
that  one  sees  and  smells,  and  hears  all  around, 
words  cannot  picture.  The  depths  of  wicked¬ 
ness  that  even  Dante  never  imagined,  one 
must  gaze  into  until  the  whole  heart  is  sick 
and  faint.  The  chains  of  sin  are  holding  the 
people  bound  in  their  galling  clasps,  and  from 
all  these  things  the  schools,  as  mighty  instru¬ 
ments  in  God’s  hand,  are  setting  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  this  land  free. 

OUR  NEEDS. 

One  of  the  crying  needs  that  we  see  and 
hear,  and  feel  for  the  girls  and  women,  is 
more  boarding  schools.  As  the  difficulties  are 
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still  so  great  for  opening  and  carrying  on 
girls’  schools  in  the  towns  and  villages,  we 
need  the  boarding  school  where  the  girls  may 
be  lifted  up  and  given  the  place  that  Christ 
and  His  love  only  can  give  to  womankind. 

Another  great  need  is  for  more  workers, 
more  “living  sacrifices,”  more  consecrated 
young  women  who  are  ready  to  come  and  to 
help  work  for  these  living  souls,  that  God  has 
said:  “Take  and  train  for  me.”  O,  if  I  could 
only  let  you  see  the  girls  who  are  needing  to 
be  helped.  Villages  by  the  score  around  Luxor, 
and  around  every  town  are  found  as  dark  as 
they  were  when  “God  sent  darkness  that  could 
be  felt.”  If  from  each  of  these  villages  a  few 
girls  could  be  gathered  and  given  the  light, 
how  quickly  with  this  life-giving  light  might  the 
desert  indeed  “blossom  as  the  rose.”  If  we 
had  a  few  more  workers,  then  could  we  go 
out  and  gather  these  in  and  teach  them.  And 
we  know  that  nothing  will  dispel  the  darkness 
of  superstition  but  knowledge.  Only  the  ig¬ 
norant  are  superstitious.  The  ignorant  Cop¬ 
tic  priest  lifts  his  hand  and  says  to  his  more 
ignorant  people,  “You  are  accursed  if  you 
send  your  children  to  the  mission  schools.” 
Why  does  he  not  wish  the  children  to  go 
to  school.  He  is  afraid  of  the  consequences 
if  they  are  enlightened.  Again  and  again,  and 
again  I  say,  we  need  more  workers. 

Dr.  Goucher  says  truly: 

“We  need  in  our  mission  fields  the  highest 
ideas.  We  need  the  amplest  equipment;  we 
need  the  largest  efficiency;  we  need  perfect  co¬ 
operation  with  God  in  the  midst,  and  all  the 
problems  will  be  solved.” 
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